
 
 
 
January 12, 2016 
 
The Honorable Richard Blumenthal 
United States Senate 
706 Hart Senate Office Building 
Washington, D.C. 20510 
 
Dear Senator Blumenthal,  
 
On behalf of The Tiny Miracles Foundation, I am writing to urge you to co-sponsor S. 2041, the 
Promoting Life Saving New Therapies for Neonates Act of 2015, and assure Connecticut families that 
every possible treatment is made available for their newborns. As any parent of a preemie will tell you, 
the premature birth of a child can be a shocking, isolating, and frightening experience. There is no 
cause—and no cure—for an early delivery, but in those critical days and weeks after birth, doctors and 
nurses need innovative treatments that are specifically tailored to be used on their smallest patients. This 
bill makes the development of such treatments possible, giving renewed hope to the mothers and fathers 
of premature infants seeking cures for the newest members of their families.   
 
Since its founding more than ten years ago, the Tiny Miracles Foundation has dedicated itself to helping 
Connecticut families manage the challenges that often accompany early deliveries. We touch the lives of 
more than a thousand preemies and their families ever year, offering emotional support, practical 
assistance, supplies, and information in the difficult days and weeks during and immediately following 
their hospital stay. We strive to ensure that every affected family across the state has the resources they 
need to stay informed and can focus on their child. And we work with families and providers to promote 
the best possible care for children born too early and those who love and care for them.    
 
The support that we can provide is an important part of ensuring the wellbeing of newborns and their 
families, but there is much more to be done. For too long, there has been an undeniable shortage in novel 
therapies for the newborn population – the Food and Drug administration has not approved a single drug 
designed for neonatal health since 1999. Where past legislative efforts have failed, the Promoting Life-
Saving New Therapies for Neonates Act marks a promising step forward by incentivizing research 
through the provision of a transferrable “exclusivity voucher” for drug manufacturers who successfully 
develop products in critical areas of neonatal health. It rightly encourages the scientific breakthrough that 
has revolutionized the treatment of so many other conditions, and it is far past time that we work to 
provide one for our nation’s most precious group of citizens.  
 
As an advocate who has worked with countless families across the country dealing with the challenges of 
prematurity, I know that we can do better. Please lend your to support the Promoting Life-Saving for New 
Therapies for Neonates Act of 2015.  
 
Sincerely, 
 
 
George Colabella  
Executive Director, The Tiny Miracles Foundation  


